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Different Backgrounds + Different Abilities + Different Cultures
ONE LIFE TOGETHER

This newsletter is to share with you the
impact your support and contributions
are making on our lives, our families,
and our communities. It is through your
generous support that we are able to
move forward to establish a network of
affordable and safe homes throughout
the area.

MAGGIE’S HOUSE VIDEO
In June, a short video about
Maggie’s House was released. Produced by Marc
Aramian,

Raising community awareness is critical to our
efforts. Maggie’s House hosted locally:
6,000 Waiting - a film from the Storytelling Project, made
possible through a partnership between the Georgia Council
on Developmental Disabilities and L'Arche Atlanta. 6,000
Waiting tells the powerful stories of three Georgians with
developmental disabilities whose lives are significantly impacted by the staggering lack and complexity of state Medicaid waiver funding. With persistence, courage, and selfdetermination, they fight to access the resources they desperately need to live life on their own terms. To arrange a
viewing for your group, write us at info@maggieshouse.org.

Treasure Maps: The Georgia Storytelling
Roadshow 2021

https://www.marcaramian.com/
It tells the story of the journey that led to the development of Maggie’s House. Visit our web page,
www.maggieshouse.org, to view this short presentation.
Maggie’s House wishes to thank all of our many donors.
Your generosity makes Maggie’s House possible.
We appreciate these businesses that have aided us in our
efforts:
Country’s Barbecue
Marc Aramian Productions
Spano’s Big Picture Photography
McMullen Mortuary
WRBL-TV
The Icey Girl & Company
St. Anne-Pacelli Schools
Columbus State University
Our Lady of Rose Hill Ministries

INFORM

In partnership with the CSU GOALS Program, Maggie’s House
brought the roadshow to Columbus for the first time in June.
The roadshow feature film was viewed on a 20 foot outdoor
screen. Treasure Maps showcases a collage of ten Georgia
storytellers’ experiences with an up-close and personal viewpoint into what it's like navigating the complex webs of life in
our communities as a person with a developmental disability.
This show was proudly presented by the Georgia Council on
Developmental Disabilities and
L'Arche Atlanta.
Bob Jeswald of WRBL-TV served
as local host and St. AnnePacelli Schools graciously allowed us to use their athletic
practice field for a family-oriented outdoor gathering.

Maggie’s House would be pleased to have a representative
deliver a presentation to your organization or club. For more
information, email info@maggieshouse.org

Maggie’s House, Inc. is a registered
Georgia non-profit corporation.
IRS certificate 85-3421581

Mail donations to
Maggie’s House, Inc.
Post Office Box 2046
Fortson, GA 31808

http://www.maggieshouse.org/
info@maggieshouse.org

MAGGIE’S
HOUSE

IMPACT

Different Backgrounds + Different Abilities + Different Cultures
ONE LIFE TOGETHER

WHO IS MAGGIE?
Margaret of Castello was an Italian woman in the 13th and 14th centuries, and a member of the Dominican third order.
She was born blind, with a curvature of the spine so severe it was almost impossible to walk, and with the condition now called
dwarfism.
Her parents were minor nobles, overly concerned with social status, and they treated
Margaret terribly. They were ashamed of her, and told people she had died in childbirth.
When Margaret was six, her parents got worried that people would find out about her.
So they imprisoned her in a room off the family chapel. They sealed the room’s door
after she was placed inside; they planned to keep her there for life. Food was passed
through to her on a tray.
Only a priest was allowed to visit, through a window, to catechize her and bring her the Eucharist.
At some point the family had to move, but when they got to their new house, Margaret’s parents locked her in a small cell again.
They didn’t want anyone to see her or know about her.
Under those circumstances, Margaret developed a remarkably strong faith.
When she was 15, her parents took her to a church in the town of Castello, where people were experiencing miracles. Her mother
thought she might be cured. But when Margaret wasn’t cured, her parents abandoned her there and went home.
Local people took care of her. She slept in doorways or in the streets, and local beggars taught her to beg. Families gave her shelter from bad weather.
Eventually, she moved into a local convent, and there, she grew more fervent in faith. She came to know some nearby Dominican friars, and she became a third order Dominican. She loved being a Dominican, and, as many third order Dominicans did at
that time, she wore her habit daily.
Margaret loved the people of Castello, who received her when no one else had. After she became a
Dominican, she resolved to spend her life serving them. She opened a kind of school in town to
catechize children. She visited local prisoners, and brought at least some who had abandoned the
faith to repentance and confession. She took care of sick and dying people.
She was present and prayerful among the people of Castello, and the entire city grew to love her.
When she died in 1320 at age 33, the people of Castello demanded she be buried inside the church
— an honor reserved mostly for nobles and priests. The entire town attended her funeral; and a
young girl unable to walk was said to be cured during the Mass.
She was declared a “Blessed” by the Church in 1609. Her feast day is April 13.
Pope Francis made Margaret a saint by an “equipollent canonization.” That act means the pope
decided to forego the usual judicial processes, formal attribution of miracles, and scientific examinations that involved in the canonization of a saint.
Instead, saying that Margaret’s life exemplifies heroic virtue, he formally confirmed the devotion to
Margaret that already exists, and added her feast to the Church’s universal calendar.
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